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State of The NationState of The Nation

•• NationNation PassingPassing throughthrough mostmost criticalcritical timestimes

•• NeedNeed forfor citizenscitizens notnot toto remainremain silentsilent spectatorsspectators ofof
thethe ruinruin butbut toto bebe vigilantvigilant andand becomebecome activeactive
participantsparticipants inin thethe democraticdemocratic processprocess

•• EnsuringEnsuring security,security, equality,equality, humanhuman dignitydignity andand•• EnsuringEnsuring security,security, equality,equality, humanhuman dignitydignity andand
freedomfreedom fromfrom exploitationexploitation toto allall

•• ProblemsProblems ofof allall pervasivepervasive corruption,corruption, criminalisationcriminalisation,,
poverty,poverty, illiteracy,illiteracy, risingrising population,population, skyrocketingskyrocketing
pricesprices andand utterutter callousnesscallousness ofof thethe rulersrulers

•• TacklingTackling governancegovernance deficit,deficit, makingmaking administrationadministration
andand justicejustice deliverydelivery systemsystem citizencitizen--centriccentric
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Areas Needing ReformsAreas Needing Reforms
•• ElectoralElectoral && PartyParty ReformsReforms

•• AssuringAssuring stability,stability, goodgood cleanclean corruptioncorruption free,free,
governancegovernance withwith accountabilityaccountability toto thethe peoplepeople

•• UnionUnion--StateState RelationsRelations

–– MisuseMisuse ofof articlearticle 356356

–– 33 oror 44 tiertier governancegovernance withwith maximummaximum powerspowers atat thethe grassrootsgrassroots–– 33 oror 44 tiertier governancegovernance withwith maximummaximum powerspowers atat thethe grassrootsgrassroots

–– BottomBottom--upup insteadinstead ofof toptop--downdown modelmodel

•• ExecutiveExecutive andand judiciaryjudiciary

–– ReductionReduction ofof delaysdelays

–– EliminationElimination ofof CorruptionCorruption

•• MakingMaking publicpublic administrationadministration

–– TransparentTransparent

–– CitizenCitizen--centriccentric && PeoplePeople FriendlyFriendly

•• ParliamentaryParliamentary ReformsReforms 22



Electoral ReformsElectoral Reforms

•• ElectionsElections asas thethe foundationfoundation ofof representativerepresentative
democracydemocracy

•• ElectoralElectoral SystemSystem –– TheThe mothermother ofof manymany ofof ourour
problemsproblems ofof corruption,corruption, criminalisationcriminalisation,, blackblackproblemsproblems ofof corruption,corruption, criminalisationcriminalisation,, blackblack
money,money, governancegovernance deficitdeficit

•• SystemicSystemic && proceduralprocedural ProblemsProblems

•• ElectoralElectoral ReformsReforms AgendaAgenda

•• PoliticalPolitical PartyParty ReformsReforms
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ProblemsProblems

•• MotivationMotivation forfor entryentry –– notnot sacrificesacrifice andand serviceservice
butbut gettinggetting richrich quickquick

•• ElectoralElectoral systemsystem divisivedivisive

–– CasteismCasteism,, communalismcommunalism andand votevote bankbank politicspolitics

•• LackLack ofof anyany rolerole forfor thethe PeoplePeople inin selectionselection ofof•• LackLack ofof anyany rolerole forfor thethe PeoplePeople inin selectionselection ofof
candidatescandidates

•• ErosionErosion ofof RepresentationalRepresentational LegitimacyLegitimacy

•• CostCost ofof ElectionsElections

Contd.Contd.
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Contd.Contd.

• Electoral Rolls

• Influencing Voters

– Money, Muscle and Mafia Power

– Criminalisation

• Independent Candidates• Independent Candidates

– not serious, for illegitimate gains, dummies

• Judicial Delays in Election Cases

• Common Constituents

– Panchayat to Parliament Members

• Appointment of CEC & ECS
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Reforms Agenda Reforms Agenda 
(1) Systemic (1) Systemic 

• Selection of Candidates – public role through
meetings or primaries

• Simultaneous Elections – Panchayats to Parliament

• Making voting Fundamental Duty• Making voting Fundamental Duty

• Recall and Negative Vote - impractical

• Reforming FPTP System by adding run-off.

• Making Membership less lucrative

• Speedy justice in Election case – spl. Courts

Contd.
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(2) Process Related Reforms(2) Process Related Reforms

•• ReductionReduction ofof ElectionElection CostsCosts –– StateState fundingfunding inin
kindkind

•• FoolproofFoolproof ElectoralElectoral RollsRolls –– PRIPRI toto ParliamentParliament

•• VideoVideo && otherother SurveillanceSurveillance DevicesDevices atat BoothsBooths•• VideoVideo && otherother SurveillanceSurveillance DevicesDevices atat BoothsBooths

•• DisqualificationDisqualification ofof thosethose withwith CriminalCriminal ChargesCharges

•• PreventingPreventing MisuseMisuse ofof OfficialOfficial MachineryMachinery

•• MovementMovement forfor CitizenshipCitizenship DevelopmentDevelopment && VoterVoter
EducationEducation

•• AnnualAnnual DeclarationDeclaration ofof AssetsAssets && IncomeIncome byby
MembersMembers
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•• BottomBottom--up approachup approach

•• VillageVillage--centric power at grassroots centric power at grassroots 

•• Direct election to local bodies only Direct election to local bodies only 

•• Indirect Elections to State Assemblies and Indirect Elections to State Assemblies and 

GandhianGandhian ModelModel

•• Indirect Elections to State Assemblies and Indirect Elections to State Assemblies and 
Parliament Parliament 

•• Limits on Salaries and Perks of Members.Limits on Salaries and Perks of Members.
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•• LawLaw forfor PoliticalPolitical PartiesParties

•• RegulationRegulation ofof nono..,, registrationregistration andand recognitionrecognition ofof
partiesparties

•• ParticipationParticipation byby WomenWomen andand YouthYouth

Political Party ReformsPolitical Party Reforms

•• ParticipationParticipation byby WomenWomen andand YouthYouth

•• InternalInternal PartyParty Democracy,Democracy, AccountabilityAccountability andand
transparencytransparency

•• AuditedAudited AccountsAccounts toto bebe putput inin publicpublic domaindomain
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ConclusionConclusion

•• NecessaryNecessary toto restorerestore toto thethe institutionsinstitutions ofof
democracydemocracy credibility,credibility, legitimacylegitimacy andand respectrespect ofof
thethe peoplepeople..

•• OneOne wordword causecause forfor thethe fallfall ofof RomeRome waswas•• OneOne wordword causecause forfor thethe fallfall ofof RomeRome waswas
“Corruption”“Corruption”.. PublicPublic lifelife isis “to“to give”give” notnot |to|to
take”take”

•• DemocracyDemocracy andand FreedomFreedom areare tendertender plants,plants,
unlessunless nursednursed withwith carecare theythey cancan witherwither awayaway
fastfast..
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